2 T. Ravwnewt, New Beds nd Wasps sk v

NEW BEES AND WASPS—FPART V1
An Undescnbed Parucolletes from the Vietorian Alps

By Tasvron RavaexT, nrzs, Melbourpe

Faracplteles slewwarti sp. nov, (Faw. Collefidee) )

TYPL: Male—TLength, 93 tnhot. approx. Black. (Fumale, 12 3
. )

Head transverse, shining: face with long luose ochreous haif,
which is hlack at sides (all black on some specimens); clypeus
shining. with scattered large punctures and smoky hair; supra-
¢lvpeal area rising to a fine carimi; vertex with long black loose
hair; compuund eves dark—claret. converging shightly helow : genae
with a lew long white hairs; labrum and sandibulae black, rhe
latter long and slender; antennae entirely black, submoeniliform.

ALLOTYPE.: Female—Hrad almost civeular from (he front:
face with much lone white plumaese hair ) on the vertex a few hlack
hairs arve intermuixed; clypeus couvex, coarsely punctured, the
polished supraclypeal area rising to a fine carina, compound eves
converging helow ; antennae black, the flagellom obscurely hrownish
hereath ; mandibulac polished black,

Prothoror hlack, with light-smoky hair; tubercles with a fringe
ol drab-white hair; mesothorax polished, with long loose black
hair, with putctures of mediwn size rounc the margm, but an
impunctate area i waddle; scotelhnm siwilar, with @ median
suleus ; postscutellum dall. but with much black lwmir; metathorax
with a scale-like sculpture over an area shaped like & Moorizh
archj much long ochreous hair laterally ; abdominal dorsal seg-
ments polishod, with o silky abscare-purplish sheen, a few white
hairs laterally, but much black hair apically [the female has a large
apical red plate as i Anthophore. (Rayment. 1942) females)
ventril segments polished, pale margins, a few white hairs,

Legs entively Dlack, with white hair (much long black plumose
hair on hhiae of female); tarsi dark-amber, with fulvous hair;
claws reddish: hind calear reddish-amber [conspicuownsly long-
pectinate in feinale] | tegulae polished black ; wings hyaline; ner-
vures sepia; cells- the second cubital forining a trapedium, receiv-
ing the first recarvent nervure at its mddle; perostigma paler
sepia and large; hamoli about eight, strong,

Lacitlsty—Mount Buifalo, Victoria, January 9, 1947

TYPE and ALLOTYPE in the collection pi the author.

Allies: P. leai CKIL, winch has obhque striae on the enclosed
wica of the metathorax, and some ved on the mandibles and
Nagellum, fifth tergite entirely greenish,

Note by callecrar (Mr. H. C, E. Stewart), 1o whom the new
species 15 dedicated -

The [irst specinsen of this spedes was obained frorg a Hower nf the
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Yam near Lake Catani, but wmipiiunstely the jisect’s hepd waz broken
off and lost in the post; g serivs wag collected vear View Pouit, and ane
bee was captured not far from the Chalat,

A lew days larer more specimiens were caughs near the hwr av the foot
of the Hump, at approx. 500 jeet alitude, by Mise E. Colline Chugg,
wha ohserved many females burrowing into the granitie soil, There was
A nimber of holes, at which the bees maintained a husy (raffic to and ico,
while aupnbers of males hovered over the mound

BEES FROM THE VICTORIAN ALPS
By TarLTon BAvmest, vRrzs., Melbourne

Mocollection of hues taken by Hugh C. E. Stewart, at Mount
Buffalu, during the last week of December, 1946, and the first
weele jn Januwary, 1947, yielded more individuals and a few more
species than e obtained on any of his previous visits to the high-
Jands of the State. Tt would appear that the Victorian Alps are
nicher in ATIDAE than has been hitherto expected. Systematic
abservation and collection should yield more surprises, 1or often
the heavy falls of snow at that altitude persist for several months,

Several good series were also taken by 2 yomhiol member of
the F.N.CV. party, E. Colline Chugg. during the sccond week,
This young naturalist of fifteen years i4 to e congratulated, not
wnly on her zeal in collecting, but also on her careful mounting
and neat labellmg of the specimens, which simplified my study of
them very considerably,

That the bees of Mount Buffale (5,000-0dd feet), in Vietora,
should approach those of the island of Tasmania, 100-200 miles
farther south, sheuld pecasion no surprise, for the alticude offsets
the difference in latitude, so that the ecology is not dissimilar,

At the time of this wisit, the flora was n all its glory, While
alpme conditions arz resportsible for high speciahization i the
flora, yet the bees of the Mount are but httle different fron: speci-
muns taken along the lower areas of the littoral zone.

i the other hand, the honey-gatherers of the grear arid centre
of Anstraba are characieristic of that region, and it would appear
that heat, as a factor 11 the evolution of hees, 15 of more impor-
tance than cold, :

The forty or 30 specimens (includimg Miss Chugg’s), mneng
whivh is a new species, have been determined by me as follows:

Bamily WYLALIDAE
Huylaeus engenvelluy Ckll.
One (emale, larger than the type, and ninus the lighe stipe
an the prothovax and the cream-coloured hind tars.
Ou flowers of the Alpine Daisy, Brachycome cardiocurpa. var.
aipena. :



